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race. It took him forty years to accomplish his task,
but at last he succeeded, and is now chiefly known
by the epithet of the " Bulgar-slayer," which his
cruelties and his victories won him. His first
campaign against Samuel in 981 was a complete
failure, and it was with the utmost difficulty that he
escaped with his life. Warlike operations elsewhere
prevented the Emperor from renewing his attack for
fifteen years, and in the meanwhile Samuel extended
his sway in all directions. The Czar occupied Durazzo
and the Adriatic seaboard as far north as Ragusa, and
attacked John Vladimir, the Serb ruler of the district
known as the Zeta, which was the germ of the present
principality of Montenegro. Vladimir retreated into
those inaccessible mountain fastnesses which no
enemy has ever been able to capture, and received as
a token of the conqueror's esteem the hand of his
daughter and North Albania as his vassal. This was
the zenith of Samuel's rule; from that moment his
power began to decline. In his second war against
Basil he sustained his first crushing defeat On his
way back from a campaign in the Morea he was
attacked by night on the banks of the river Hellada
not far from the famous pass of Thermopylae. A
terrible slaughter ensued, and Samuel fled for refuge
to his rocky island home in Lake Prespa. From that
moment his fortune turned. Durazzo was lost to
him, and the loss was all the more bitter because his
own daughter helped her Armenian husband to
betray the place. East Bulgaria, with the old capital
of Preslav, acknowledged once more the Byzantine
sway; Vidin surrendered after an eight months1 siege.